Outline of the Book of Judges

I. Yahweh’s Consequences for Israel’s Failure In Conquest (1:1-2:23)
A. Israel’s Incomplete Conquest of Land of Canaan (1:1-36)
1. Yahweh’s Selection of Judah to Go Up First (1:1-3)
2. Judah's Incomplete Conquest of the Land (1:4-21)
3. Remaining Tribes' Incomplete Conquest of the Land (1:23-36)
B. Yahweh Provoked to Anger; Moved to Compassion (2:1-23)
1. Yahweh’s Messenger and Israel’s Unfaithfulness (2:1-5)
A Generation Who Did Not Know Yahweh (2:6-10)
Israel Provokes Yahweh’s Anger (2:11-15)
Yahweh’s Raising Up of the Deliverers (2:16-19)
5. Yahweh’s Resolve Not to Remove the Nations (2:20-23)
1. Yahweh Mercifully Preserves Quickly ‘Canaanizing’ Israel (3:1-16:31)
A. Introduction: Yahweh Tests Israel’s Loyalty with Nations (3:1-6)
B. Yahweh Raises Up Othniel Against Cushan-rishathaim (3:7-11)
1. Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (3:7-8)
2. Othniel Leads Israel in Victorious War (3:9-11)
C. Yahweh Raises Up Ehud Against Moab (3:12-30)
1. Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (3:12-14)
2. Ehud Kills Eglon, King of Moab (3:15-23)
3. Servants of Eglon Discover Their Dead King (3:24-25)
4. Yahweh Gives Enemies Into Israel’s Hands by Ehud (3:26-30)
D. Shamgar Delivers Israel from Philistines (3:31)
E. Yahweh Raises Up [Barak &] Deborah Against Canaan (4:1-5:31)
Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (4:1-3)
Deborah Aides Barak In Leading Israel Against Sisera (4:4-10)
Yahweh Routes Sisera Before Israel (4:11-22)
Summary of Yahweh’s Mercy (4:23-24)
Deborah’s [& Barak’s] Song of Celebration (5:1-31)
F. Yahweh Raises Up Gideon Against Midianites (6:1-9:57)
Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (6:1-6)
Yahweh Exposes Israel’s Evil by Prophetic Word (6:7-10)
Gideon’s Encounter with the Messenger of Yahweh (6:11-27)
Yahweh Destroys Altar of Baal (6:28-32)
Yahweh Empowers Gideon to Lead Israel (6:33-35)
Gideon’s Fleece of Assurance (6:36-40)
Yahweh Selects A Lesser Army to Reveal His Power (7:1-8)
Promise-filled Instructions for Israel (7:9-18)
Yahweh Destroys the Armies of Midian for Israel (7:19-8:3)
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10. Yahweh Routes Zebah and Zalmuna Before Israel (8:4-21)
11. Gideon Practically Rejects Yahweh’s Kingship (8:22-27)
12. Yahweh’s Mercy Provides Temporary Rest for Israel (8:28)
G. Abimelech’s Kingship Reflects Isracl’s Canaanization (8:29-9:57)
1. Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (8:28-35)
Abimelech’s Conspiracy to Become King (9:1-6)
Jotham’s Curse On Abimelech & Men of Shechem (9:7-21)
God Confuses the Situation with Abimelech (9:22-29)
Abimelech Rises Against Shechem (9:30-41)
Abimelech Defeats & Conquers Shechem (9:42-49)
Abimelech Dies in Attempt to Conquer Thebez (9:50-54)
Summary: Lord Repaid Abimelech for His Evil (9:55-57)
H. Two Governors for Israel Noted (10:1-5)
1. Tola Governs Israel (10:1-2)
2. Jair Governs Israel (10:3-5)
I. Yahweh Raises Up Jepthah Against Ammonites (10:6-12:7)
Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (10:6-9)
Israel Cries for Yahweh’s Deliverance (10:10-16)
Ammonites Camp Against Israel (10:17-18)
Jepthah Made Chief Over Gilead (11:1-11)
Jepthah Negotiates with Ammon (11:12-28)
Jepthah Wins in a Canaanite Fashion (11:29-40)
Ephraim Quarrels with Jepthah (12:1-7)
J. Three Governors for Israel Noted (12:8-15)
1. Ibzan Governs Israel (12:8-10)
2. Elon Governs Israel (12:11-12)
3. Abdon Governs Israel (12:13-15)
K. Yahweh Raises Up Samson Against Philistines (13:1-16:31)
Israel Does Evil in the Sight of the Lord (13:1)
Yahweh Promises a Deliverer by His Messenger (13:2-20)
God’s Mercy & Samson’s Birth (13:21-24)
Yahweh’s Purpose to Defeat Philistines (14:1-4)
Yahweh Enables Samson to Kill Lion (14:5-9)
Samson’s Encounter with Timnites (14:10-20)
Samson Burns Philistine’s Crops (15:1-8)
Yahweh Enables Samson to Kill 2000 Philistines (15:9-20)
Samson and the Gazite Prostitute (16:1-3)
10 Samson Foolish Encounter with Delilah (16:4-22)
11. Samson Dies with the Philistines (16:23-31)
I11. Now-Canaanized Israel Needs a Covenant Keeping King (17:1-21:25)
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A. The Rapid Canaanization of Israel Part | (17:1-13)
1. Micah’s Household Embraces Idolatry (17:1-6)
2. A Levite Priest Joins Micah in His Corruption (17:7-13)
B. The Rapid Canaanization of Israel Part Il (18:1-31)
1. Danites Seek Inheritance for Themselves (18:1-10)
2. Danites Encounter Micah & Embrace Idolatry (18:11-20)
3. Micah’s ldolatry & Corruption Confirmed (18:21-26)
4. Danites Defeat Laish & Embrace Idolatry (18:27-31)
C. The Rapid Canaanization of Israel Part I11 (19:1-21:25)
1. Concubine Degraded, Israel’s Canaanization Exposed (19:1-30)
a. Introduction to Situation with Concubine (19:1-9)
b. Journey to Gibeah with Concubine (19:10-15)
c. Ephraimite Provides Place to Stay (19:16-21)
d. Corrupt Men Abuse Concubine (19:22-26)
e. Concubine Sent to Twelve Tribes (19:27-30)
2. All Israel Assembles to Defeat Benjamin (20:1-48)
a. All Israel Gathers Together As One Man (20:1-17)
b. First Battle: Benjamin Defeats Israel (20:18-21)
c. Second Battle: Benjamin Defeats Israel (20:22-25)
d. Third Battle: Benjamin Utterly Defeated (20:26-48)
3. Israel Mourns for the Lost Tribe (21:1-24)
a. Israel Recognizes the Loss of Corrupt Benjamin (21:1-7)
b. lIsrael Seeks Temporary Solution (21:8-18)
c. lIsrael Initiates Temporary Solution (21:19-24)
4. There was No King In Israel (21:25)



