
Outline of the Book of Joshua 

 

Section I. Yahweh’s Promise of and Israel’s Preparation for the Land (1:1-5:15) 

Episode A. Promise and Instruction for Inheriting the Land (1:1-18) 

Scene 1. Yahweh’s Promise-Filled Instruction to Joshua (1:1-9) 

Scene 2. Joshua’s Promise-Filled Instructions to Israel (1:10-15) 

Scene 3. Israel’s Response to Joshua (1:16-18) 

Episode B. Yahweh’s Fame in a Foreign Land (2:1-24) 

Scene 1. Israelite Spies Encounter Rahab (2:1-7) 

Scene 2. Yahweh’s Fame and Rahab’s Faith (2:8-14) 

Scene 3. Israelite Spies Swear Oath to Rahab (2:15-21) 

Scene 4. Israelite Spies Report Back to Joshua at Camp (2:22-24) 

Episode C. Yahweh’s Might in Israel’s Crossing the Jordan (3:1-5:1) 

Scene 1. Yahweh’s Holiness and Israel’s Sanctification (3:1-6) 

Scene 2. Yahweh’s Instruction for Jordan Crossing (3:7-13) 

Scene 3. Yahweh Stops the Jordan (3:14-17) 

Scene 4. Memorial Stones Display Yahweh’s Faithfulness (4:1-9) 

Scene 5. Yahweh’s Recent Faithfulness (4:10-14) 

Scene 6. Yahweh’s Recent Instruction for Jordan Crossing (4:15-18) 

Scene 7. Yahweh’s Instruction for the Coming Generations (4:19-5:1) 

Episode D. Israel’s Preparation for the Inheritance (5:2-15) 

Scene 1. A New Generation for the Lord (5:2-9) 

Scene 2. Remembrance of the Passover (5:10-12) 

Scene 3. Consider Holiness Before the Inheritance (5:13-15) 

Section II. Yahweh’s Gift of and Israel’s Taking of the Land (6:1-12:24) 

Episode A. Devoting Jericho to Destruction (6:1-27) 

Scene 1. Yahweh’s Instruction for Jericho’s Destruction (6:1-7) 

Scene 2. Israel’s Obedience and Yahweh’s Victory Over Jericho (6:8-21) 

Scene 3. Results Following Jericho’s Destruction (6:22-27) 

Episode B. Yahweh’s Punishment for Israel’s Covenant Infidelity (7:1-26) 

Scene 1. Achan’s Sin and Yahweh’s Kindled Wrath (7:1) 

Scene 2. Israel’s Defeat, The Effects of Covenant Infidelity (7:2-5) 

Scene 3. Joshua’s Cry to Yahweh on Israel’s Behalf (7:6-9) 

Scene 4. Yahweh’s Response Exposes Israel’s Infidelity (7:10-15) 

Scene 5. The Consequences of Achan’s Covenant Infidelity (7:16-26) 

Episode C. Devoting Ai to Destruction (8:1-29) 

Scene 1. Yahweh’s Instruction for Ai’s Destruction (8:1-2) 

Scene 2. Israel’s Preparation for Ai’s Destruction (8:3-13) 

Scene 3. Israel’s Obedience and Yahweh’s Victory Over Ai (8:14-23) 

Scene 4. Results Following Ai’s Destruction (8:24-29) 



Episode D. Israel’s Covenant Renewal with Yahweh (8:30-35) 

Episode E. Israel’s Covenant With the Gibeonites (9:1-27) 

Scene 1. The Canaanite Coalition against Israel (9:1-2) 

Scene 2. Yahweh’s Fame and the Gibeonites Deception (9:3-15) 

Scene 3. Joshua Keeps Covenant with Gibeonites (9:16-27) 

Episode F. Yahweh Destroys Israel’s and Gibeon’s Enemies (10:1-27) 

Scene 1. The Amorite Kings’ Coalition Against Gibeon (10:1-5) 

Scene 2. Yahweh Fights and Joshua Defeats the Amorites (10:6-11) 

Scene 3. Recounting Yahweh Faithful Fight at Gibeon (10:12-15) 

Scene 4. Joshua Encourages Israel with Yahweh’s Strength (10:16-27) 

Episode G. Yahweh’s Defeats Israel’s Enemies in the South (10:28-43) 

Scene 1. Yahweh Gives Joshua the South (10:28-39) 

Scene 2. Summary: Yahweh’s Victory and Joshua’s Conquest (10:40-43) 

Episode H. Yahweh’s Defeat of Israel’s Enemies in the North (11:1-15) 

Scene 1. The Canaanite Coalition Against Israel (11:1-5) 

Scene 2. Yahweh Defeats the Canaanite Coalition for Israel I (11:6-9) 

Scene 3. Yahweh Defeats the Canaanite Coalition for Israel II (11:10-15) 

Scene 4. Recounting Joshua’s Conquest of the North (11:16-17) 

Scene 5. Summary: Yahweh’s Victory and Joshua’s Conquest (11:18-23) 

Episode I. Lists of the Conquered Kings and Lands (12:1-24) 

Scene 1. For the Transjordan Tribes (12:1-6) 

Scene 2. For the Cisjordan Tribes (12:7-24) 

Section III. Yahweh’s Division of the Inheritance Among Israel (13:1-21:45) 

Episode A. Yahweh’s Instruction to Joshua for Inheritance Distribution (13:1-7) 

Episode B. The Inheritance of the Transjordan Tribes (13:8-33) 

Scene 1. Moses’ Prior Allotment to the Transjordan Tribes (13:8-14) 

Scene 2. Tribe of Reuben’s Inheritance (13:15-23) 

Scene 3. Tribe of Gad’s Inheritance (13:24-28) 

Scene 4. Eastern Half-Tribe of Manasseh’s Inheritance (13:29-31) 

Scene 5. Summary of the Transjordan Tribes’ Inheritance (13:32-33) 

Episode C. Introduction to the Inheritance of the Cisjordan Tribes (14:1-5) 

Episode D. Tribe of Judah’s Inheritance (14:6-15:63) 

Scene 1. Caleb Demands His Inheritance (14:6-15) 

Scene 2. Boundaries of Judah’s Inheritance Explained (15:1-12) 

Scene 3. Caleb Claims His Inheritance (15:13-19) 

Scene 4. The Inheritance of the Tribe of the Sons of Judah (15:20-62) 

Scene 5. Judah’s Failure to Drive Out the Jebusites (15:63) 

Episode E. Joseph’s Sons’ Inheritance (16:1-17:18) 

Scene 1. Boundaries of Joseph’s Sons’ Inheritance Explained (16:1-4) 

Scene 2. Tribe of Ephraim’s Inheritance (16:5-9) 



Scene 3. Ephraim’s Failure to Drive Out the Canaanites (16:10) 

Scene 4. Tribe of Manasseh’s Inheritance (17:1-11) 

Scene 5. Manasseh’s Failure to Drive Out the Canaanites (17:12-13) 

Scene 6. Ephraim’s and Manasseh’s Further Inheritance (17:14-18) 

Episode F. Remaining Tribes’ Inheritance (18:1-19:48) 

Scene 1. Summary of the Division of the Inheritance (18:1-10) 

Scene 2. Tribe of Benjamin’s Inheritance (18:11-28) 

Scene 3. Tribe of Simeon’s Inheritance (19:1-9) 

Scene 4. Tribe of Zebulun’s Inheritance (19:10-16) 

Scene 5. Tribe of Issachar’s Inheritance (19:17-23) 

Scene 6. Tribe of Asher’s Inheritance (19:24-31) 

Scene 7. Tribe of Naphtali’s Inheritance (19:32-39) 

Scene 8. Tribe of Dan’s Inheritance (19:40-48) 

Episode G. Joshua’s Inheritance in Timnath-serah (19:49-50) 

Episode H. Conclusion to the Inheritance of the Cisjordan Tribes (19:51) 

Episode I. Israel’s Designation of the Cities of Refuge (20:1-9) 

Scene 1. Yahweh’s Instruction to Joshua Concerning the Cities (20:1-6) 

Scene 2. Israel Sets Apart the Cities of Refuge (20:7-9) 

Episode J. Israel’s Designation of the Levitical Cities (21:1-42) 

Scene 1. Introduction: Yahweh’s Command for Levitical Cities (21:1-3) 

Scene 2. Overview of the Distribution of the Cities (21:4-8) 

Scene 3. Family of Priestly Kohathites’ Inheritance (21:9-19) 

Scene 4. Family of Non-priestly Kohathites’ Inheritance (21:20-26) 

Scene 5. Family of Gershonites’ Inheritance (21:27-33) 

Scene 6. Family of Merarites’ Inheritance (21:34-40) 

Scene 7. Conclusion: Forty-eight Levitical Cities Distributed (21:41-42) 

Episode K. Yahweh’s Faithfulness in the Gift of the Inheritance (21:43-45) 

Section IV. Joshua’s Farewell Instructions and Exhortations to Israel (22:1-24:33) 

Episode A. Joshua’s Exhortation to the Transjordan Tribes (22:1-9) 

Scene 1. Joshua’s Affirming Exhortation to Transjordan Tribes (22:1-6) 

Scene 2. Joshua’s Blessing on the Transjordan Tribes (22:7-9) 

Episode B. The Offensive Altar and the Crisis of Disloyalty (22:10-34) 

Scene 1. Cisjordan Tribes Provoked to War Over Altar (22:10-12) 

Scene 2. Cisjordan’s Accusation of Tranjordan’s Disloyalty (22:13-20) 

Scene 3. Transjordan’s Explanation of Their Motives (22:21-29) 

Scene 4. Resolution to the Problem and Unity Affirmed (22:30-34) 

Episode C. Joshua’s Exhortation to Israel I (23:1-16) 

Scene 1. Introduction to Joshua’s First Farewell Speech (22:1) 

Scene 2. Joshua’s Promise-Filled Exhortations for Israel (22:2-13) 

Scene 3. Joshua’s Promise-Filled Warnings for Israel (22:14-16) 



Episode D. Joshua’s Exhortation to Israel II (24:1-28) 

Scene 1. Joshua’s Recounting of Yahweh’s Faithfulness (24:1-13) 

Scene 2. Joshua Reaffirms the Covenant with Israel (24:14-24) 

Scene 3. Joshua Confirms the Covenant with Israel (24:25-28) 

Episode E. The Deaths of Israel’s Leaders (24:29-33) 

Scene 1. Joshua’s Death and Burial (24:29-31) 

Scene 2. Joseph’s Burial (24:32) 

Scene 3. Eleazar’s Death and Burial (24:33) 


