
Outline of 1 Corinthians 

 

I. Paul’s Salutation & Apostleship (1:1-3) 

II. Thanksgiving for God’s Work in the Believers’ Union with Christ (1:4-9) 

III. Paul’s Cross-centered Response to the Reports of the Church (1:10-6:20) 

a. Divisions in the Church & Misunderstanding the Nature of Christian 

Leadership (1:10-4:21) 

i. Be United In Christ, Not Divided (1:10-17) 

ii. Christ: the Power & Wisdom of God (1:18-25) 

iii. All Boasting Must Be In the Lord (1:26-31) 

iv. Faith in the Power of God, Dependence on Christ’s Cross (2:1-5) 

v. God’s Wisdom: Revealed By the Spirit (2:6-16) 

vi. Flee From Causing Strife, Spiritual Men Boast in the Lord (3:1-9) 

vii. Build Wisely: The Foundation is Jesus (3:16-17) 

viii. Become Wise By Becoming a Fool & Boasting in God (3:18-23) 

ix. Servants of Christ & the Praise of God (4:1-5) 

x. Put Away the Arrogance, Be a Fool for Christ’s Sake (4:6-13) 

xi. Admonishing the Church of Christ for their Good (4:14-21) 

b. Dealings With Issues of Immorality (5:1-6:20) 

i. Purge the Leaven & Live for Heaven (5:1-13) 

1. Immorality Rebuked (5:1-8) 

2. Uphold Holiness in the Church; Remove the Wicked Man (5:7-

13) 

ii. Seek Reconciliation, Not Self-Preservation (6:1-11) 

iii. Flee Immorality, Glorify God in Your Body (6:12-20) 

1. Your Bodies are Members of Christ’s, Alone (6:12-17) 

2. Your Body Ought to Glorify God (6:18-20) 

IV. Responding to a Letter from Corinth (7:1-14:40) 

a. Addressing How to Glorify God in Your Marital Status (7:1-40) 

i. To the Married: Stop Depriving Each Other; Live for Christ! (7:1-7) 

ii. To the Unmarried/Widows: Flee Incontinence; Live for Christ! (7:8-9) 

iii. To the Married: Remain Married (7:10-11) 

iv. To those with Unbelieving Spouse: Remain Married (7:12-16) 

v. To All: Live for Christ in Your Calling (7:17-24) 

vi. To “Virgins”: It is Good to Remain Unmarried (7:25-38) 

vii. To Married Women (and Widows): Married are Bound to the 

Marriage; When Widowed it is Good to Remain that Way (7:39-40) 

b. Addressing How to Glorify God in Loving the Brethren, not Asserting Rights 

(8:1-11:1) 

i. Basis of Christian Conduct: Love, Not “Knowledge” (8:1-13) 

1. The Way of Love and the Way of Knowledge (8:1-3) 

2. Content of the Way of Knowledge (8:4-6) 

3. The Criteria: Care for a Brother (8:7-13) 

ii. Paul’s Apostleship: Set Rights Aside & Love, So That Others May Be 

Saved (9:1-27) 

iii. Paul’s Prohibition of Going to Pagan Temples (10:1-22) 



1. Israel Is An Example for Christians (10:1-5) 

2. Warning Against Idolatry (10:6-13) 

3. Temple Prohibition & Its Basis (10:14-22) 

4. Freedom & Love; Not Knowledge & Rights: A Concrete 

Example (10:23-11:1) 

c. Addressing Abuses of Worship In the Assembly (11:2-14:40) 

i. First Abuse: Concerns for Women’s Head Covering (11:2-16) 

ii. Second Abuse: The Poor at the Lord’s Supper (11:17-34) 

1. Sociological Problem: Abuse of the Poor at the Lord’s Supper 

(11:17-22) 

2. Theological Foundation: The Lord’s Teaching (11:23-26) 

3. Theological Foundation: Remember Christ; Discern the Body 

(11:27-32) 

4. Sociological Answer: Wait for & Welcome One Another 

(11:33-34) 

iii. Third Abuse: The Exercise of Spiritual Gifts (12:1-14:40) 

1. Unity in Diversity for the Edification of the Church (12:1-14) 

a. Know the Manifestation of the Spirit of God (12:1-3) 

b. Theological Foundation: Unity & Diversity in the 

Trinity (12:4-6) 

c. Diversity of the Manifestation of the Spirit for Church 

Unity (12:7-11) 

d. The Body is United, Not Uniform (12:12-14) 

2. Illustrating Edification Through “Unity In Diversity” (12:15-

31a) 

3. Love Is the Aim of Spiritual Gifts (12:31b-13:13) 

4. With Love as Your Aim, Desire Spiritual Gifts for the Sake of 

the Church (14:1-19) 

5. So that People Will Know the God is In Your Midst (14:20-25) 

6. Tongues, Prophecy, & Order Make for Edification (14:26-33a) 

7. Women in the Assembly (14:33b-36) 

8. Discernment & Summary of Paul’s Instruction (14:37-40) 

d. Addressing the Resurrection of Christ and the Body (15:1-58) 

i. Christ: The Basis for Resurrection (15:1-11) 

ii. Corinthians Reject Resurrection of the Body (15:12-19) 

iii. Christ Has Been Raised and So Will Believers (15:20-28) 

iv. All Is In Vain If No Resurrection of the Body (15:29-34) 

v. Paul’s Answer to the Corinthian Problem (15:35-58) 

1. Analogy of Seeds & the Bodies (15:35-44) 

2. Analogy of Adam & Christ (15:45-49) 

3. Victory of Jesus Over Death in the Resurrection (15:50-57) 

4. Final Exhortation Concerning the Resurrection Hope (15:58) 

V. Paul's Travel Plans (16:1-18) 

VI. Final Greetings (16:19-21) 

 


